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2010 SAS Symposium will be a joint meeting
of the SAS and the CBA—Call for Papers from
Both Groups
This year’s organizational meeting was
held a bit later than usual, on December 9, 2009. Participants participated
by webcam so the SAS saved the expense of bringing everyone together in
one place. It went well although not
everyone could participate. I had difficulty getting the software to download
so was not present. Several things of
note have been decided.

the past we will be having workshops
on Tuesday, paper sessions on
Wednesday and Thursday with evenings being free for networking. The
cost will be $50 and the nature of the
workshops is described in a separate
article in the Newsletter.

This year the SAS Symposium will be a
joint meeting with the CBA spanning 3
days of meetings. The meeting will be
held May 11-13 (Tue - Thu), 2010. The
AAVSO will be having a meeting at
Northwoods also and will have their
business meeting on Monday May 10.

Papers due: April 11, 2010, 00:00 UT

It was decided that on even years the
SAS and AAVSO will have joint meetings from this point forward. The next
one will be 2012.
It will be held at the Northwoods Resort in Big Bear, CA. The approximate
cost of the rooms is $100 with the
group rate. Northwoods should be contacted directly by you and mention the
SAS for discount.
Registration will be $45 for members
($55 after May 1) and $60 for nonmembers ($65 after May 1). You need
to be a member of SAS. Membership in
SAS is $25/year. The dinner will be
about $35 on Thursday evening. As in

Deadlines of Importance
Abstract: March 14, 2010, 00:00 UT

Presentations
The final length of time for the talks is
still in discussion.

The committee has decided to revert
back to the published proceedings
format for 2010. This in combination
with the earlier-than-usual date for
the Symposium means you will need
to get to work on those abstracts and
papers!

The first workshop will be given by Olivier
Thizy, President of Shelyak Instruments. As
many of you know Olivier is a very dynamic
speaker and his company manufacturers
the LIHRES III and Star Analyzer spectrographs. He has a keen interest in Be type
stars and has in the past, presented at SAS
Symposiums some of his work. This year
we have asked him to give a workshop on
the practical aspects of spectroscopy using
spectra he has taken with his instruments.
Toward this end he has selected two parts
for his presentation:
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for Astronomical

Membership Information

Utica Avenue, Suite 105, Rancho
Cucamonga, CA 91730. You may also
join online at the registration page of
the web site. Membership dues are tax
deductible.

Membership in your Society for Astronomical Sciences (SAS).

We currently have 105 members with
all renewals due in by June 1.

As was pointed out with the last issue,
it was felt that a modest membership
fee would greatly help SAS to produce
a better product for its members. This
fee will be $25.00 per year. What will
this membership fee provide? Well for
one thing it WILL NOT go to any committee members as part of their efforts
within SAS. We volunteer our time for
The Society.

The SAS is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Sciences

SAS 2010
Submission formats
Microsoft Word 2003/2007, OpenOffice (cross-platform freebie that simulates/works with MS Word), NO PLAIN
ASCII text.
Submission rules
Use the Word template on the SAS web
site as a style guide if not actual template. Graphics or tables that are wider
than 1 column should be placed in a text
box. Do -not- use continuous breaks to
switch from 2 to 1 back to 2 column formatting. Send graphics as separate files
even if they are also embedded in the
document. GIF/PNG preferred for nonphoto images (plots, etc.). Photos can be
GIF/PNG/JPG. Do not embed or Excel
spreadsheets. Convert them to tables
and put them in a text box. Poster presentations will be accepted. For inclusion
in the proceedings, you can format the
material as a regular paper or a single
page graphic.

Workshops 2010, cont. from pg 1
1/ Measure the temperature of stars using
low resolution spectra (he will provide raw
spectra taken with the Star Analyzer), using
the Planck curve function. This should take
about 1h30 and software used will be IRIS
& VisualSpec (free software).
2/ Measure line profiles (Line center,
Equivalent Width, FWHM, V/R ratio...) in
high resolution spectra and link to the astrophysical meaning of those measures (for
example in Be stars). This should also take
about 1h30. He will mainly use VisualSpec
there and provide spectra for people to
use.
The second workshop will be given by Richard Berry, co-author of the popular image
processing book and software, The Hand-

Members will receive a discount for
the registration fee each year for the
Symposium at Big Bear. It will assure
you that you will get a copy of the published proceedings each year, even if
you do not attend the Symposium. It
will help defray costs in bringing in outside speakers (professionals) to the
symposium.
Membership is annual and runs from
July to June of the following year. To
become a member, send $25 to: Society for Astronomical Sciences, 8300
book of Astronomical Image Processing.
The workshop is called The Calibration of a
CCD Camera. It will be a hands-on workshop with the participants divided up into 5
groups, one of which we will ask to bring
their CCD camera and control computer
which will be used by the group. The other
members of the group will be taking and
reducing the measurements on the camera. Controlled light sources will be provided to each group for these measurements. Most of us typically have an idea
about the gain, read noise, bias, linearity,
dark current, conversion factor and uniformity of our cameras, but how many of us
have actually measured these parameters?
By attending this workshop you will not only
learn how to perform these tests on your

Your Participation Wanted!
As I have mentioned in previous Newsletters, we need your participation in the
Newsletter. We don’t want this to become a one person or just a couple person show. If you have an article which
can cover a variety of topics, please put
it together for a future Newsletter. Work
in progress is always welcome. In addition, we have started a “letters to the
Editor” section where we would like to
add 2-3 letters from the members/
participants. We had no letters to incorporate into this Newsletter edition. Constructive comments are always welcome
as we are always looking for ways to
improve not only the quality of the
Newsletter but also the quality of the
Symposium. We want the SAS to become a year around organization not
just a once a year group.
camera but what each parameter means
and what effect it has on your images.
The cost of each of these workshops will
be $50 each payable in advance. As the
attendee list is finalized we will send out
links to each so that the required software
and test images can be downloaded and
installed. The cutoff date for registration for
these Workshops will be May 5, 2010 in
order to allow attendees to have the required software pre-loaded onto their computers.
The workshops this year are a continuing
effort to bring our Symposium attendees
information that will jump start and/or fine
tune the use of their equipment in the pursuit of astronomical science.
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